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A B S T R A C T

All-solid-state lithium sulfur batteries (ASSLSBs) are considered promising candidates for next-generation energy-
storage systems due to their enhanced safety and high theoretical energy density. However, usually both solid-
state electrolyte (SSE) and conductive carbon need to be incorporated into the cathode composite to provide
Liþ/electron pathways, leading to the reduced energy density and inevitable SSE decomposition. Moreover, the
real electrochemical behavior of S or Li2S cathodes can not be reflected due to the partially overlapped redox
reaction of SSE. Herein, a series of unique P4S10þn cathodes for high-performance ASSLSBs that totally do not
need any extra SSE additives are reported. Synchrotron-based X-ray absorption near edge structure coupled with
other analyses confirmed that ionic conductive Li3PS4 together with Li4P2S6 components can be electrochemically
self-generated during lithiation process and partially maintained to provide fast Liþ transport pathways within the
cathode layer. This is further evidenced by a 30–43-fold higher reversible capacity for P4S10þn/C cathodes
compared to a S/C cathode. Bulk-type ASSLSBs based on the P4S34/C cathode show a highly reversible capacity of
883 mAh g�1 and stable cycling performance over 180 cycles with a high active material content of 70 wt%. The
present study provides a promising approach for generating ionic conductive components from the electrode itself
to facilitate Liþ migration within electrodes in ASSLSBs.
1. Introduction

All-solid-state lithium batteries have received enormous attention
due to safety considerations and promise to realize both high energy and
high power densities [1,2]. Significant progress is achieved because of
the great improvement of sulfide-based solid-state electrolytes (SSEs)
with superionic conductivity approaching that of liquid electrolytes [1,
3–6]. Using sulfur (S) or Li2S as an active cathode material to achieve
all-solid-state lithium-sulfur batteries (ASSLSBs) has gained extensive
attention due to the high theoretical capacity of 1675 and 1167 mAh g�1

for S and Li2S, respectively [7]. More importantly, the well-known
shuttling effects caused by the polysulfide intermediates can be radi-
cally avoided based on solid-phase Li–S redox reaction in ASSLSBs
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system.
However, SSEs and conductive carbon are usually indispensable

components besides S (or Li2S) active material within the cathode com-
posites, which raises several drawbacks for ASSLSBs. Firstly, the narrow
electrochemical stability window of sulfide SSEs (such as 1.71–2.31 V for
Li3PS4, 1.72–2.29 V Li10GeP2S12, vs. Li/Liþ) [8] causes SSEs decompo-
sition in the applied voltage for ASSLSBs (usually 1.0–3.0 V vs. Li/Liþ),
especially with the existence of a large amount of carbon additives. Thus,
the electrochemical behavior of ASSLSBs are not only attributed to the
electrochemical reaction of S (or Li2S), but also overlapped with the
sulfide SSEs redox (S2�/S) reaction during cycling. The real electro-
chemical behavior of S (or Li2S) is actually not reflected, particularly the
calculations of the reversible capacity and S (or Li2S) utilization since the
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partial capacity-contribution of sulfide SSEs. Indeed, capacities higher
than the theoretical capacity of S (or Li2S) in sulfide SSE-based ASSLSBs
have been previously reported [9–11]. Secondly, because of the limited
solid-solid contact among the S (or Li2S), carbon, and SSE, huge inter-
facial resistance which leads to low active material utilization and slug-
gish reaction kinetics, is still a big challenge for ASSLSBs. The interfacial
Liþ transport within the cathode composites layer is several orders of
magnitude lower than the Liþ transport within the SSE layer [12].
Thirdly, the addition of a large amount of electrochemically inactive
components significantly lowers the energy density of ASSLSBs. Due to
the quite poor ionic/electronic conductivities of S (electronic conduc-
tivity of 5 � 10�30 S cm�1) [13] and Li2S (electronic conductivity of
~10�13 S cm�1, ionic conductivity of ~10�9 S cm�1) [14], significant
amounts of SSE and carbon have to be added to ensure Liþ/e� migration,
which compromises the active material contents within the cathode
composites. As a result, the S or Li2S contents are usually much low in
reported ASSLSBs, which are around 13–50 wt% [7,11,14–25], even
below 10 wt% in some cases [10,26], leading to dramatically reduced
energy density.

Recently, the emergence of some unique electrode materials sheds
light on the design of simplified ASSLSBs, reflecting the real electro-
chemical behavior of active material and eliminating the influence of
decomposition of SSEs. For instance, taking advantage of the mixed
Fig. 1. (a) Schematics for the proposed mechanism of P4S10þn/C cathode in ASSLSB
Normalized P K-edge XANES spectra of the as-prepared P4S10þn samples and commer
samples in comparison with commercial S and P4S10.
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conductive property of LiTiS2 (electronic conductivity over 1 S cm�1, and
Liþ self-diffusion coefficient of ~1 � 10�9 cm2 s�1) [27,28], LiTiS2 itself
was demonstrated to provide both electronic and ionic pathways. Thus,
LiTiS2 alone can be used individually as a cathode material in
all-solid-state pseudocapacitor system [29]. Similarly, amorphous
LiCoO2-LixMOy [30] and Na0⋅7CoO2-NaxMOy [31] (M ¼ N, S, P, B, or C)
materials can also be directly used as cathode materials without any SSE
additives in all-solid-state batteries. Evidently, simplifying traditional S
(or Li2S)/SSE/C cathode composites design to binary or even individual
component by internally forming a highly homogeneous ionic/electronic
conductive network is an effective strategy to develop high-performance
ASSLSBs and provide actual electrochemical information of targeted
active materials.

Sulfur-rich phosphorus sulfide molecules (P4S10þn, n ¼ 6, 12, 18, 24,
and 30) are a new family of P–S molecules proposed and synthesized by
our group with higher S/Pmolar ratio than traditional P4S10; additional S
can be inserted into the six P–S–P bonds in tetrahedral P4S10 matrix [32].
Herein, we demonstrate the development of a series of high-capacity
P4S10þn/C cathode with a unique electrochemical self-activation pro-
cess in ASSLSBs. The most striking feature is that no SSE components are
needed in cathode composites since highly ionic conductive Li–P–S
species can be self-generated during the lithiation process together with
reduced S species (Fig. 1a). Synchrotron-based P and S K-edge X-ray
s. (b) A schematic illustration of the synthesize route for P4S10þn molecules. (c)
cial dimer P4S10. (d) Normalized S K-edge XANES spectra of as-prepared P4S10þn
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absorption near edge structure (XANES), Raman and X-ray photoelectron
spectroscopy (XPS) analyses revealed the transformation of the insulating
P4S16 to highly ionic conductive Li3PS4 (together with a small amount of
Li4P2S6 species with lower ionic conductivity) during the initial lithiation
process. Those ionic conductive Li–P–S species also partially participate
in a highly reversible redox process during lithiation/delithiation, while
still can provide fast Liþ migration pathways within the cathode layer.
The incorporation of P4S10þn/C cathodes significantly improves the
reversibility compared to the bare S/C in ASSLSBs, exhibiting the
reversible capacity of 30–43-fold higher than a S/C cathode. A high
reversible capacity of 883 mAh g�1 and a high active material content of
70 wt% are achieved for bulk-type ASSLSBs based on the P4S34/C cath-
ode, which are among the best performance of the state-of-the-art of
ASSLSBs. These results prove the substantial improvement in the inter-
facial properties due to the self-generated homogeneous ionic conductive
components, which enabled the excellent electrochemical performance
of the ASSLSBs.

2. Results and discussion

The P4S10þn (n ¼ 6, 12, 18, 24, 30) molecules were prepared from
elemental S (S8) and commercial P2S5 (i.e. dimer P4S10) based on our
previous report (see Methods for details) [32]. Basically, in the co-melt
system, the S8 ring is opened to a polysulfide chain or cracked poly-
sulfides with diradical chain ends, and P4S10 converts into P2S5 radical.
Thus, an additive reaction readily happens between these two compo-
nents, with additional S inserted into the P–S–P bonds of the pristine
P4S10 structure form P–Sn–P bonds (as shown in Fig. 1b) [32]. X-ray
diffraction (XRD, Fig. S1) analysis reveals their amorphous structures
similar to those reported previously [32].

X-ray absorption spectroscopy (XAS) was employed at the S and P K-
edge in total electron yield (TEY) mode to confirm the chemical state of
the P4S10þn samples. It should be noted that in P4S10, there are four
equivalent P sites and two sets of S sites with the four terminal S atoms
involved in P––S bonding showing π characteristic. The normalized P K-
edge X-ray absorption near-edge structure (XANES) spectra of P4S10þn
samples are compared to the standard sample of comercial P2S5 (i.e.
P4S10) in Fig. 1c. All XANES spectra display a dominant feature centered
at 2147.3 eV, which can be attributed to the P 1s core level transition to
antibonding t2* state [33]. Meanwhile, additional broad feature at
higher energy around 2152 eV might be related to the influence of
different amount of sulfur atoms within the six P–Sn–P bonds (multiple
scattering) [34] or possible oxidation of phosphorous [35]. In the S
K-edge spectra of the P4S10þn samples presented here (Fig. 1d), the peak
maximum of the primary absorption feature (i.e., the absorption edge) is
found between 2471.4 eV for P4S10 and 2472.2 eV for commercial S,
corresponding to the occupied S 1s orbitals transition to unoccupied S 3p
s* antibonding orbitals [36]. There is a small shoulder at ~ 2471 eV due
to π* transitions. Notably, the absorption edge of the synthesized P4S10þn
samples slightly shifted to higher energy accompanied by an increase in
whiteline intensity with the increasing sulfur content in the amorphous
molecules. This indicates charge depletion relative to P4S10 but still lower
than commercial S.

The as-prepared P4S10þn molecules present a large particle size of
several microns in diameter [32]; however, taking the advantage of good
solubility of P4S10þn molecules in diethylene glycol dimethyl ether
(DEGDME), the P4S10þn/C cathode composites can be prepared by a
solution method to achieve better homogeneity and smaller particle size.
Each P4S10þn sample was dissolved in DEGDME (Fig. S2), and followed
by addition of an appropriate amount of acetylene black. The solution
was stirred for 24 h and subsequently dried at 200 �C under vacuum to
evaporate the DEGDME. Field emission scanning electron microscopic
(FE-SEM) images of typical P4S16/C composite are shown in Fig. S3 with
a particle size around 50 nm. The P, S, and C elements showed a uniform
distribution (Fig. S4). The P4S10þn/C composites were used directly as
cathodes in sulfide-based ASSLSBs without any solid electrolyte additives
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into the cathode.
The discharge-charge curves of the initial five cycles for the ASSLSBs

with P4S16/C are shown in Fig. 2a. The specific capacity was normalized
by the weight of P4S16 in the cathode composite. The P4S16/C cathode
exhibited initial discharge and charge capacities of ~713 and 620 mAh
g�1, respectively. As presented in Fig. 2a, in the first discharge process,
two remarkable discharge plateaus at 2.2 V and 1.3 V are detected.
Meanwhile, one charge plateau at 2.3 V is observed during the first
charge process. In subsequent cycles, the charge plateaus remain stable,
while the main discharge plateau at 2.2 V splits into two plateaus at 2.3
and 2.05 V, respectively, and the position of another discharge plateau at
1.3 V also remains unchanged. Corresponding cyclic voltammogram (CV)
curves of the P4S16/C composite in a potential range from 1.0 to 3.0 V vs.
Li/Liþ at a scan rate of 0.05 mV s�1 are presented in Fig. S5. The
reversible capacity of the P4S16/C cathode remained about 467 mAh g�1

after 100 cycles (Fig. 2b). Comparatively, even though the S/C cathode
exhibited an initial discharge capacity of 465 mAh g�1, there was barely
any reversible capacity (~20 mAh g�1) in the following cycles under the
same operating conditions (Fig. 2c). Obviously, the low reversible ca-
pacity of the S/C cathode is due to the lack of Liþ migration pathway
within the cathode considering the low ionic conductivity of both sulfur
and lithium sulfide [9,13,14]. Moreover, the galvanostatic intermittent
titration technique (GITT) was employed to reveal the polarization and
corresponding Liþ self-diffusion coefficient (DLi) of the P4S16/C cathode
(Fig. 2d). The polarizations mostly deviated no more than 0.25 V
(Fig. S6), indicating a feasible electrochemical reaction. The
reaction-voltage-dependent DLi calculated from the GITT curves were in
the magnitude ranging from 10�11 to 4 � 10�10 cm2 s�1. Basically, the
DLi values are high enough for the conversion reaction of P4S16/C
without the addition of any solid electrolyte [37]. As illustrated in Fig. 2e
and f, compared to the S/C cathode, feasible Liþ migration pathways are
inherent in the P4S16/C cathode, ensuring reversible lithiation and deli-
thiation in ASSLSBs.

To investigate the structural evolution of P4S16/C cathode during
lithiation and delithiation process, Raman analysis was firstly conducted.
Fig. 3a shows the ex-situ Raman spectra of the P4S16/C cathode at
different states of discharge or charge. For the pristine P4S16 molecule,
the peak at 126 cm�1 was due to the P

–

–S bonds; the peaks at 189, 263,
300, 372, and 410 cm�1 were assigned to the P–S bonds; and the other
labeled peaks could be attributed to the symmetry species of the S–S
bonds [32]. After mixed with acetylene black by solution method, the
P–S related peaks are weakened due to the presence of acetylene black in
the composite, but the main characteristic peaks are remained (Fig. S7).
Typical Raman spectrum of the commercial Li3PS4 exhibited two peaks at
290 and 420 cm�1 attributing to the PS43� structural unit based on pre-
vious reports [38,39]. During the initial discharge to 1.8 V, all peaks
related to P––S and P–S bonds in the Raman spectra disappeared,
remaining three typical peaks for S–S bonds at 148, 216, and 476 cm�1.
Upon further lithation (discharged to 1.4 V), the intensity of S–S peaks at
216 and 476 cm�1 significantly reduced, accompanied by the appearance
of a new weak peak at around 290 cm�1 due to the PS43� unit. At the fully
discharged state (1.0 V), a strong peak at 420 cm�1 also typically for the
PS43� unit was observed [38]; the small peak at 380 cm�1 was corre-
spondent to the P2S64� anion reported at 382 cm�1 [40]. As a conclusion,
the local structure of P4S16 molecule after the initial discharge process
was totally changed, presumably forming LixPS4 with PS43� species
similar to the Li3PS4 electrolyte together with a small amount of P2S64�

species. Upon delithiation (recharged to 2.7 V), the peaks assigned to the
PS43� and P2S64� species completely disappeared, and the peaks related to
S–S bonds at 148, 216, and 476 cm�1 reappeared. Further recharged to
3.0 V, the P–S characteristic peak subsequently reappeared. No peaks due
to P––S bonds were observed, indicating that the local structure of
cathode after the first lithiation/delithiation cycle was different from the
initial P4S16 molecule.

P K-edge and S K-edge XANES measurements of the P4S16/C cathode
at different discharge/charge states were further conducted to reveal the



Fig. 2. (a) Discharge-charge curves of ASSLB with P4S16/C cathode at 20 mA g�1. (b) Cycling performance of P4S16/C cathode at 100 mA g�1 (with initial 5 cycles at
20 mA g�1). (c) Discharge-charge curves and cycling performance (insert) of ASSLB with S/C cathode at 20 mA g�1. (d) Transient discharge/charge voltage profiles
and calculated diffusion coefficients of P4S16/C cathode at 20 mA g�1. Schematic ion transport in ASSLSBs with (e) P4S16/C and (f) S/C cathodes.
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lithiation/delithiation effects on the atomic structure and composition of
P4S16 (Fig. 3b). The spectra of P4S16, commercial Li3PS4, S and Li2S are
presented for comparison. In the P K-edge spectra, different from the
spectra of those as-prepared P4S10þn samples, a pronounced feature with
slightly higher energy at 2148.0 eV was observed for the P4S16/C elec-
trodes at different states of lithiation and delithiation [33]. This feature
was consistent well with the spectrum of the commercial Li3PS4 and re-
ported lithium thiophosphates [33,38], indicating a similar electronic
state of P element within these species. Surprisingly, an additional
feature at a lower energy of 2144.8 eV was observed for the P4S16/C
cathode when discharged to 1.0 V and recharged to 2.3 V, but this feature
was absent from other discharge/charge states or the synthesized P4S10þn
samples (Fig. 3b). This feature is neither reported for any synthesized
lithium thiophosphates glass or ceramic with various amounts of Li2S and
P2S5 [41], while the similar signal was reported for the computational
XANES spectra of Li2PS3 (Li4P2S6) [42]. The results are consistent well
with the ex-situ Raman analysis regarding the evidence of P2S64� anion
when discharge to 1.0 V and re-charged to 2.3 V. This is reasonable based
on previous reports about the possible conversion between Li3PS4 and
Li4P2S6 [43,44]. As presented in Fig. 3c, the PS43� and P2S64� units exhibit
different anion polyhedra. The PS43� unit shows PS43� tetrahedra with a
central P atom surrounded by four S atoms equally sharing the negative
charge of three electrons; the P2S64� unit is actually a dimer with two PS32�

linked by a P–P bond, where the negative net charge of four electrons is
distributed equally among the six S atoms. The relatively different
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bonding environments could induce changes in the ground state charge
density around P, leading to the distinct signal of the P K-edge spectra.

Corresponding S K-edge spectra were presented in Fig. 3b. Obviously,
the peak of the S K-edge shifted to lower energy during discharge and
gradually returned to the original energy during charge. The S compo-
nent of the P4S16/C cathode participated in the reversible redox reactions
without generating radical polysulfides or lithium sulfides at the fully
discharges, differentiating from the reference commercial Li3PS4 spec-
trum. There should be features related to the P2S64� unit as well, however,
the XANES characteristics for the PS43� and P2S64� units are too similar to
practically distinguish them. The P–S bonding in the two anion units is
very similar. After recharged to 3.0 V, the signals of S K-edge are located
between S and pristine P4S16 (Fig. 3b and Fig. S8), indicating a high
reversibility of the cathode.

X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) further revealed the chem-
istries of the P and S atoms in the P4S16/C electrode during the first
discharge/charge cycle (Fig. 4). The XPS spectrum of the commercial
Li3PS4 is shown as a reference. On the S 2p XPS spectra, two main groups
with S 2p3/2 centered at 163.5 (bridging S: P–Sn–P) and 162 (non-
bridging S: P––S) eV were observed during the discharge/charge process.
The intensity of the doublet peaks at lower binding energy (S 2p3/2 at
162 eV, green shading) increased during the discharging (lithiation)
process and decreased during the charging (delithiation) process. An
opposite trend was observed for the peaks at higher binding energy (S
2p3/2 at 163.5 eV, yellow shading). The locations and integral area ratios



Fig. 3. Understanding the reaction mechanism of P4S16/C cathode. Ex-situ (a) Raman and (b) XANES analysis on P4S16/C cathodes at different discharge/charge states
from ASSLSBs. P K-edge and S K-edge XANES spectra of P4S16/C cathodes were collected at 1.8, 1.4, and 1.0 V of discharge and 2.3, 2.7, and 3.0 V of re-charge. The
colors of the spectra are corresponding to the labels on the discharge-charge curve. (c) Typical anion species of thiophosphates with PS43� and P2S64� polyhedra and the
underlying bonding situation. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)
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of these peaks are compared in Table S1. Despite of the trends of peak
intensities, the two sets of peaks shifted to lower binding energies during
discharge (reduction process of S species) and returned higher binding
energies during charge (oxidation process of S species), which is
consistent well with the XANES data. Moreover, the S species at low
binding energy shifted to 161.4 eV at the fully discharged state, which is
very similar to the spectrum commercial Li3PS4; no signal for electron-
rich S species such as Li2S (~159.8 eV) [44] was observed. Similar to
the XANES analysis that the similar chemical environment of S in Li3PS4
and Li4P2S6 makes it difficult to distinguish the two species by XPS. The
area ratio of peaks from low to high binding energy increases from 0.3:1
for the fresh P4S16 cathode to 3.9:1 after discharging to 1.0 V and
decreased back to 1.2:1 after charging to 3.0 V. The higher content of S
species at lower binding energy indicates that the in-situ formed ionic
conductive Li–P–S species partially involved a redox process without
fully oxidized. Generally, the evolution of the S 2p XPS spectra was quite
similar to the reported anion electrochemistry of the thiophosphate
electrolytes involving the reversible lithiation/delithiation of -P-Sx-P-
species [38,44]. Based on ex-situ Raman, XANES, and XPS measurements,
the lithiation process of P4S16 involved with the formation of ionic
conductive Li–P–S species (including the highly ionic conductive Li3PS4
together with a small amount of Li4P2S6 species at the fully-lithiated
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state). The delithiation process is more likely involved with the
re-formation of -P-Sn-P- species as well as the partial extraction of Liþ in
the ionic conductive Li–P–S species. In the subsequent cycles, the ionic
conductive Li–P–S species also partially participated in the electro-
chemical reaction based on the electrochemical behavior of sulfide SSEs
involving Sx2�/Sx redox reaction as reported [45–47]. While the
self-generated Liþ migration pathways still can be maintained evidenced
by the excellent cycling stability of P4S16/C in ASSLSBs without any SSE
additives.

All-solid-state cells using other P4S10þn/C cathodes were also
assembled to study the lithiation/delithiation properties. Similar to the
P4S16/C cathode, all the other P4S10þn/C cathodes can also generate ionic
conductive Li–P–S species with subtle variations after lithiation. With an
increasing n value of P4S10þn/C cathodes (i.e. increasing of S content),
the additional S component would convert to Li2S after lithiation, based
on the lithiation/delithiation behaviors of P4S10þn/C cathodes in liquid
Li–S batteries [32]. The formation of Li2S was proven by the XPS result of
the fully lithiated P4S28/C cathode shown in Fig. S9. During the charge
process, -P-Sn-P- species and partially delithiated ionic conductive Li–P–S
species are assumed to be formed. Since the small amount of
self-generated Li4P2S6, the theoretical capacity of P4S22, P4S28, P4S34, and
P4S40 are calculated as 766, 946, 1061, and 1145 mAh g�1 respectively,



Fig. 4. Ex-situ X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy study on the P4S16/C cathode at different discharge/charge states in ASSLSBs. S 2p XPS spectra of P4S16/C cathode at
different (a) discharge and (b) charge states were collected. (discharged to 1.8, 1.4, and 1.0 V, and re-charged to 2.3, 2.7, and 3.0 V). (c) The result of the peak fitting
results of S 2p3/2 of P4S16/C cathode at different discharge/charge states.
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assuming the fully-lithiated products were Li3PS4 and Li2S; the molar
ratios of the formed Li3PS4 and Li2S are 4:6, 4:12, 4:18, and 4:24 in order.
Correspondingly, when coupled with the Li anode, the theoretical energy
densities of the Li/P4S10þn (n¼ 12, 18, 24, and 30) cells can be as high as
Fig. 5. (a–d) Discharge/charge profiles P4S10þn/C cathodes in sulfide ASSLSBs. Curr
mA g�1 for the 10th cycle, and 200 mA g�1 for the 20th cycle. (e) Summary of rep
14–23,26].
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1400, 1595, 1754, and 1854 Wh Kg�1, respectively.
The discharge-charge profiles of the four P4S10þn/C (P4S22/C, P4S28/

C, P4S34/C, and P4S40/C) cathodes in ASSLSBs at the first two (20 mA
g�1), 5th (50 mA g�1), 10th (100 mA g�1) and 20th (200 mA g�1) cycles
ent density: 20 mA g�1 for the first two cycles, 50 mA g�1 for the 5th cycle, 100
orted active material content within cathode composites in ASSLSBs [7,10,11,
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are presented in Fig. 5a–d. The low current density in the initial few
cycles was intended for the self-activation process. Noteworthy, all four
P4S10þn/C cathodes delivered high initial Coulombic efficiencies (CEs) of
84%, 82%, 84%, and 79%, respectively for P4S22/C, P4S28/C, P4S34/C,
and P4S40/C cathodes, with corresponding reversible capacities of 745,
797, 883, and 876mAh g�1. The relatively lower initial CE and reversible
capacity of P4S10þn/C cathodes with the increasing of n number is
reasonable due to the lower content of in-situ formed ionic conductive
Li–P–S component. Since there was no additional solid electrolyte within
the P4S10þn/C electrodes, the in-situ formed ionic conductive Li–P–S
component played a key role in providing Liþ pathways. Therefore, the
electrochemical reactions would be sluggish and incomplete without
sufficient Liþ pathways. After the self-activation process at low current
density during the initial few cycles, the P4S10þn/C electrodes exhibited
comparable reversible capacities with slightly increased polarization
when increasing the current densities as observed in the discharge-
charge profiles (Fig. 5a–d). Furthermore, with a larger S content in
P4S10þn/C, the discharge charge profiles become more similar to typical
profiles involving redox reaction of Sx/Sx2� in ASSLSBs. Taking advan-
tages of those self-generated ionic conductive components, the active
material content within the P4S10þn/C cathodes (i.e. P4S10þn here) are
Fig. 6. Electrochemical performance of P4S10þn/C cathodes. (a–d) dQ/dV curves of P
current densities in sulfide ASSLSBs. (g) Summary of reported capacities based on to
14–16,18–21,23,26].
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much higher than traditional S (or Li2S)/C/SSE cathodes as compared in
Fig. 5e [7,10,11,14–23,26].

To further understand the effect of Sx/Sx2� redox on the electro-
chemical behavior and reversibility of the P4S10þn/C cathodes during
cycling, dQ/dV curves of the P4S10þn/C cathodes in the first 20 cycles
were plotted as shown in Fig. 6a–d. One dominant redox couple with an
anodic peak centered at ~2.3 V and cathodic peak centered at ~2.0 V
was observed for all the P4S10þn/C cathodes, corresponding to the typical
redox reaction of Sx/Sx2�. Furthermore, one or two small cathodic peaks
at ~2.1 and ~2.2 V were as observed, which might be related to the
formation of Li–P–S species and their partial redox behavior during
cycling. It can also be seen that a high-voltage shift while low-voltage
shift for anodic peak and cathodic peak with the increasing of cycling
number, respectively. Such a phenomenon is more obvious with more
sulfur content is P4S10þn/C cathodes, suggesting the limited amount of
self-formation Liþ migration pathways. The corresponding cycling sta-
bilities, areal capacities, and the CEs of the four P4S10þn/C cathodes are
presented in Fig. 6e and f. The ASSLSBs with P4S22/C, P4S28/C, P4S34/C,
and P4S40/C cathodes showed good capacity retentions, with capacities
of 559, 710, 797, and 688 mAh g�1, respectively, after 50 cycles.
Furthermore, the ASSLSBs with P4S34/C cathode exhibited stable cycling
4S10þn/C cathodes, (e,f) Cycling performance of P4S10þn/C cathodes at different
tal weight of cathode composites (active material/SSE/C) in ASSLSBs [7,9–11,
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performance, with a high reversible capacity of 655 mAh g�1 remained
after 180 cycles (Fig. 6f). Based on the proposed electrochemical reac-
tion, the theoretical volume changes of the P4S10þn cathodes are ranging
from 32% to 63%, which are much lower than that of 87% for sulfur
cathode. The capacity decay of the P4S10þn/C cathodes should due to the
volume change during lithiation/delithiation process and the possible
intercepted ionic or electronic pathways within the cathodes. Although
the capacity based on P4S10þn is not as high as those of S or Li2S cathodes
in ASSLSBs, the capacities based on the total weight of cathode com-
posites are the highest among the reported ASSLSBs as shown in Fig. 6g
since no additional solid electrolytes need to be added in cathode com-
posites [7,9–11,14–16,18–21,23,26]. The impressive reversible capacity
along with the relatively stable cycling performance for those P4S10þn
molecules as active cathode materials in ASSLSBs can be attributed to (i)
the in-situ formation of the ionic conductive Li–P–S component together
with the sulfur redox components, (ii) uniform distribution of the in-situ
formed Li–P–S species at nanoscale to facilitate fast sulfur redox for good
electrochemical performance. Benefitting from the fact that no SSE ad-
ditives, the active content within the cathode composite is highly
improved to 70 wt%, ensuring higher energy density of the assembled
ASSLSBs. More importantly, the electrochemical behavior of active
P4S10þn cathodes can be presented, getting rid of the influence of
extrinsic SSEs.

3. Conclusion

In summary, we have successfully demonstrated that the in-situ
spontaneous formation of highly ionic conductive Li–P–S components
during lithiation/delithiation is the key to achieve reversible P4S10þn/C
cathodes free of solid electrolyte additives. Multiple analyses using syn-
chrotron XANES, Raman, and XPS confirm the formation of highly ionic
conductive Li3PS4 together with a small amount of Li4P2S6 species during
the initial lithiation process. Subsequently, the uniform formation of the
conductive Li–P–S network is maintained to ensure feasible Liþ migra-
tion within the cathode as well as high reversible capacity and good
cycling stability of P4S10þn/C cathodes in ASSLSBs, though the Li–P–S
species also partially exhibit reduction/oxidation. Thus, active P4S10þn
content can be as high as 70 wt%. Moreover, the ASSLSBs with P4S34/C
cathode display good cycling performance over 180 cycles. The present
study presents a successful example and provides a viable avenue for
generating ionic conductive components from the electrode itself to
minimize interfacial resistance, facilitate fast Liþ migration, and getting
rid of the influence of SSE decomposition.
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