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NSERC Doctoral Awards

The Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 

Council (NSERC) Doctoral Research Awards 

provide financial support to high-calibre

scholars who are engaged in an eligible 

doctoral program in the natural sciences or 

engineering.
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http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp


Value

• Alexander Graham Bell Canada Graduate 

Scholarships-Doctoral (CGS-D):

$35,000 per year for 36 months or;

• NSERC Postgraduate Scholarships-Doctoral (PGS-

D): $21,000 per year for 36 months
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Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible to apply, an applicant must:

- be a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident of 
Canada 

- have completed no more than 24 months of full-time 
study in their doctoral program by December 31st if 
previously enrolled in a master’s program

- have completed no more than 36 months of full-time 
study in their doctoral program by December 31st if 
enrolled directly from a bachelor’s to a PhD program 
(with no time spent in a master’s program) 
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Selection Criteria

- Research ability and 
potential 50%

- Relevant experience and 
achievements obtained within and 
beyond academia 50%
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Application Deadline
NSERC Doctoral (CGSD/PGSD)

* The Engineering Graduate Office and SGPS work with candidates as early as February each year to prepare their 
applications. If you are interested in consideration for next year, please contact Our Office.

September 24, 2021 
@7:59pm EST
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Overview of Review Process

Reviewer Assignments

It is based on: 

• comfort ratings 

• areas of expertise (3 reviewers selected)

• conflict(s) of interest 

• language capabilities 

• a balanced workload
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Scoring System
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Overview of Review Process



Ranked List
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Overview of Review Process



Application Preparation

Do’s and Don’ts:

• Start Preparing Early 

• Read the Instructions well for completing the application 
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/instructions/201/pgs-pdf_eng.asp

• Contact your Referees early to give them enough time

• Choose appropiate Review Committee

• Keep a Short and Simple Title for Proposal

• Reach out to your Supervisor to check your draft proposal.

• Reach out to Scholarship Mentor to check your draft 
application. Every Department/Program has one assigned. 
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https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/instructions/201/pgs-pdf_eng.asp


Application Form
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+ Include GTA 
experiences
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Mention here first which one you are covering: BSc, MSc or PhD thesis
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If NO: ………………………Therefore diversity considerations are not relevant to 
this particular project.
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Research Proposal (2 pages)

• Short and Simple/Lay Project Title

• Structure:
– Motivation

– Background

– Objectives and Hypothesis

– May add a schematic, if needed

– Experimental Approach/Methodology

– Significance/Impact

– Reference List/Bibliography (separate page)
(Use Mendeley, Endnote etc for consistent formating)

Make sure to run it through your Supervisor (s)
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Contributions and Statements

Part I – Contributions to research and development
A. Articles published in peer-reviewed journals

B. Articles submitted to peer-reviewed journals 

C. Non-peer reviewed contributions 

D. Patents and copyright submitted

 Make sure the publication information is properly formatted
 Consistent formatting (Use Mendeley, Endnote etc)
 In author list, BOLD your name
 Beside every publication mention “Published; UG or Graduate work)
 If just submitted write “. (Submitted; Submission ID #…)
 Include Page number to the documents
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Contributions and Statements
Part II. Most significant contributions to research and 
development
1. Hydrogels for Drug and Cell delivery to the Heart (BASc Thesis, University of Western 

Ontario) (Journal Name and details if published): Write a paragraph on what u have 
done and why is it important.

2. …………………………
3. …………………………

Part III – Applicant’s statement
a. Research Experience: Paragraph (overall journey from BSc to PhD)

b. Relevant Activities: 1) Teaching 2) Mentoring 3)Managing Projects 4) Science 
Promotion 5) Institutional Club membership 6) Univ. Ambassador 7) editor etc……
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Important for Criteria  - Relevant experience and achievements obtained 
within and beyond academia (50%)



Last 2 Documents: 
• Official Transcripts
• Reference Letters
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Application Deadline
NSERC Doctoral (CGSD/PGSD)

September 24, 2021 
@7:59pm EST
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Questions?
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