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	Project title: Sustainable polymer carbon composites
	Starting date: September 2026
	Supervisors Contact info: Paul Charpentier and Lauren Tribe
	Brief description: There is a demand in many industries for lightweight components with enhanced thermal and fire retardant properties that are also manufactured sustainably.  Adding biochar (carbon) to polymers enhances the polymer foam properties to meet the industry needs while also contributing to our circular economy.
	Objectives: The objectives include synthesizing and characterizing biochar that could be incorporated into the polymers, developing a procedure for adding the biochar, and measuring the porperties of the resulting polymer composites.
	Required knowledge: Chemical engineering.  Knowledge of polymer chemistry is an asset.
	Contact Info: pcharpen@uwo.ca.     lauren.tribe@uwo.ca


