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General Introduction (1 page max) - General introduction to the research topic that includes a description of the broader research field, description of the research topic, and its significance in the bigger picture.



Critical literature review and motivation for proposed work (5 pages max) – A synthesis and critical evaluation of the current state of knowledge in the research field, including the motivation for the proposed work in this context. Clearly and concisely define the specific gap, contradiction, or unresolved problem your thesis will address. Include figures as necessary.



Research aims and objectives (1 page max) - Clearly present the overall goal of the thesis and all major research objectives to be achieved through the proposed research.



Original contribution, significance, and potential impact (1 page max) – Describe the significance of the proposed work to the field, what new knowledge, methods or applications it provides, and how it advances the field. Describe the potential impacts of the research.




Methodology (4 pages max) - Cleary describe the methods to be used in the proposed research to meet the research objectives. It should include, 1) Rationale for adapting particular methodology(ies), focussing on their relative advantages and limitations for the research to be undertaken; 2) Brief description of the investigation technique(s) to be used; 3) Brief description of research milestones/phases and how they are tied to the research objectives. Indicate any specialized equipment required to complete the research.





Progress to date (3 pages max) - Briefly describe the research progress to date. Included figures should be publication quality.





Plan and timeline for research completion (1 page max) – Provide a table or Gantt chart illustrating the phase-based plan, proposed timeline for completion of the major research milestones, and deliverables. 



References (about 2 pages) – Use a consistent format acceptable to the field. Include titles. You are encouraged to use a reference manager (e.g., Zotero, Mendeley, Endnote).



Curriculum vitae (2 pages) – Include your academic background, marks in graduate courses taken at Western and prior degrees, as well as any other relevant information such as specialized training, leadership activities, publications, presentations etc.



Management of collaborative projects (optional, 1 page max) – If you are working with an industry partner or academic partner outside Western, please explain how the interactions will be managed.



Appendix (optional, 10 pages max) – Include additional data, figures, tables here as required.


